EVENTS ACCOMPANYING THE
SPECIAL EXHIBITION

can be found in the programme on the

EVENTS

museum’s website at
www.museum-fuenf-kontinente.de/veranstaltungen/

programmiiberblick

FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION
ABOUT THE MUSEUM

subscribe to our newsletter at

www.museum-fuenf-kontinente.de/services/newsletter.html

VISIT US ONLINE
www.museum-fuenf-kontinente.de
#OURMFK

LOXD

Cover: Anifo (ancesfor figure), Luzon Island (Philippines). Before 1878.
Wood, cowry, coix seeds. 59 x 11 x19 cm. Provenance: H. Rothdauscher,
Inv. Nr. 93-89 © Museum Fiinf Kontinente. Photo: Nicolai Kéastner

Top: Figurine of a child (Manasesere), Mrima Coast (Tanzania). C. 1900.

Calabash (pumpkin), copper, beads, wax. 27 x 20 cm. Provenance: M. Krauf3.

Inv. Nr. 17-14-72 © Museum Fiinf Kontinente. Photo: Nicolai Kastner

MUSEUM FUNF KONTINENTE
Maximilianstrafie 42 | 80538 Munich
T(089) 210136100 | kontakt@mfk-weltoffen.de

OPENING TIMES
Tue-Sun 9.30am-5.30pm

For times on public holidays see www.museum-fuenf-kontinente.de

ADMISSION CHARGES

can be found under English summary

on the museum’s website:
www.museum-fuenf-kontinente.de/services/

english-summary.html

GUIDED TOURS AND INFORMATION
Guided tours on request for kindergartens, after school
care centres, school classes and groups of adults:

kunstvermittlung@mfk-weltoffen.de

Access for wheelchair users via
(/ Knobelstrafie. Museum staff will be on
hand should you require assistance.
Please call us beforehand. T (089) 210136100

HOW TO GET THERE
U4 and U5 Lehel, S-Bahn Isartor, Tram 16

and 19 Maxmonument
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https://www.museum-fuenf-kontinente.de/veranstaltungen/programm%C3%BCberblick/
https://www.museum-fuenf-kontinente.de/services/english-summary.html

COLONIALISM
IN OBJECTS

EXHIBITION

‘When is a work of art colonial?’ This and other questions are the subject
of the special exhibition Colonialism in Objects, which takes a critical look
at the Museum Fiinf Kontinente’s past. On display are unique historical
artefacts such as sculptures, paintings, cast bronzes and lacquerware
that were brought to Munich in the colonial era, many of which are now
rated as masterpieces. The exhibition documents how these objects were
looted, bought, exchanged or accepted as gifts in European colonial
regions in Cameroon, Tanzania, Nigeria, Namibia, India, Pakistan, Ching,
New Guineq, the Philippines and Samoa. What it reveals in the process
is the violence, racism and attempt to stamp out the cultures of the

colonized peoples that went hand in hand with colonial appropriation.

Crest mask, Old Calabar, Nigeria. Before 1905.
Wood, painted. 35.6 x17.8 x 19 cm. Provenance: M. v. Stefenelli,
Inv. Nr. 07-85 © Museum Finf Kontinente. Photo: Nicolai Kdastner

Historical photograph of the Cameroon
Hall in the Hofgarfen location. C.1900. Photo archive,
Inv. Nr. PL-2717 © Museum Fiinf Kontinente

The Museum Fiinf Kontinente was founded in 1868, just under
20 years before the foundation of a German colonial empire. However,
even then cultural artefacts were being acquired from the colonies of
other European states. In around 1900 the museum turned into an insti-
tution of German colonialism. A colonial conqueror became museum
director. Trophies from colonial campaigns were presented, brutal acts of
violence were dressed up as heroic deeds and outstanding cultural arte-
facts degraded as proof of perceived European superiority. The people
who had created the works and knew how to interpret them, and whose

cultures were passed on via these artefacts, were consigned to oblivion.

While the standing of ‘world art” has risen considerably in recent
times, the violence of colonialism has faded from collective memory.
The Museum Finf Kontinente is currently undergoing a process of
transition. The presentation of Colonialism in Objects together with
the colonial history of the museum is one indication of this change,
which is fuelled by critical input from civil society and work with ex-
perts from societies from which the collections now in the museum
originate. The perspectives of these researchers are given prominence
in the exhibition. Their knowledge of the cultural contexts of the works
enables us to understand not only the profound significance of these

objects but also the loss and trauma of the colonial era.

Leopard figure, Benin City (Nigeria). Before 1897. Brass alloy with iron
inlays. Height: 43 cm. Length: 60 cm. Provenance: E. Schmidt,

Emperor Wilhelm I, G. Merx, unknown, L. Bretschneider, Inv. Nr. 52-7-1B
© Museum Fiinf Kontinente. Photo: Marianne Franke

PUBLICATION ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

Richard Hdlzl/Museum Fiinf Kontinente (ed.) with contributions
by Moritz von Brescius, Albert Gouaffo, Anne Hartig, Christopher
Kast, Stefanie Kleidt, Thoralf Klein, Godwin Kornes, Cassandra
Mark-Thiesen, Nancy Rushohora, Markus Seemann, Alma Simba,
Hilke Thode-Arora: Der Kolonialismus in den Dingen. Das Museum
Fiinf Kontinente und die Kolonialzeit, Schnell und Steiner Verlag,
Regensburg 2024,



